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Description of Del Monte Dunes site photos taken on October 17, 1997: 
 
No. 1:  This photo depicts the City’s two lane recreational path that borders the eastern 
edge of the development site.   Del Monte proposed that the primary access road from 
Del Monte Avenue (extreme left of photo) to the development would pass underneath the 
elevated section of Route 1 shown in the photo and over the bike path. Cal Trans 
informed the City that this proposed road would not meet minimum clearance 
requirements for a roadway under Route 1. 
 
No. 2:  Another view of the same elevated section of Route 1 under which the proposed 
access road to the site would be built.  Del Monte Avenue is shown in the background.  
The City recreational  path is in the foreground. 
 
No. 3:  A second proposed primary access route from Del Monte Avenue to the site 
would also pass underneath this alternative section of elevated Route 1, passing in 
between the concrete column on the left and the sand dune on the right. 
 
No. 4:  After passing underneath Route 1, both of the two proposed primary access routes 
would then snake back and forth across this heavily vegetated section of dune, on the 
eastern edge of the site.   
 
No. 5:  Another view of the dune across which the access road from Del Monte Avenue 
would traverse.  An existing dirt road built by Phillips Petroleum can barely be made out 
in the photo.  The proposed access road would follow roughly the same route across the 
dune. 
 
No. 6:  A view of a heavily vegetated dune on the property to the immediate south of the 
development site.  This dune contains many protected plant species and shows what a 
fully restored dune might look like on the neighboring Del Monte property. 
 
No. 7:  A view of the proposed route of the secondary “emergency” access road, which 
would connect the development site with Tide Avenue in the existing apartment complex 
immediately to the south of the site.  The private property owner refused to sell Del 
Monte the rights to build the emergency access road where these garages now stand (the 
garages had not been built at the time the access route was proposed).  Because the 
private property owner refused to sell to Del Monte, the developer asked the City to 
condemn the land, which the City refused to do.  The photo was shot from Tide Avenue 
looking toward the development site. 
 
No. 8:  Overview of the western half of the 37-acre site, looking north.  The Best Western 
motel can be seen in the background.  
 
No. 9:  Another overview of the site, looking north. 
 
 



No. 10:  A view of the eastern portion of the site, looking north.   A large circular mark in 
the sand left by one of the former oil storage tanks can be seen in the center of the photo. 
 
No. 11:  Another view of a former oil storage tank pad area, looking north through the 
center of the site.  Route 1 can be seen in the background. 
 
No. 12:  Beach area on Monterey Bay, looking north.  The existing State park to the north 
of the site includes the beach on the extreme right of the photo. 
 
No. 13:  Another view from the beach at the site, looking southwesterly towards the City 
of Monterey. 
 
No. 14:  View from the site, looking northwest towards Monterey Bay.  Ice plant in the 
foreground. 
 
No. 15:  Example of debris found on the site. 
 
No. 16:  This photo shows the “bowl” area in the center of the site, where most of the 
development was to be concentrated.   
 
No. 17:  Blob of  hardened tar in the center of the photo. 
 
No. 18:  Site vegetation  (unconfirmed report from Bill Conners that the plant in the 
center of the photo is Eriogonum latifolium, or native buckwheat). 
 
No. 19:  Overview of the site, looking slightly towards the northeast.  A Shell station, K-
Mart, and an Embassy Suites hotel can be seen in the background. 
 
No. 20:  View of the southeastern corner of the site.  Some efforts at re-vegetating the site 
with dune grasses are visible in this area, near the Eucalyptus trees in the right 
background. 
 
No. 21:  Another view of the bowl area in the center of the site, where development was 
to be concentrated. 
 
No. 22:  View of high sand dune on the northeastern border of the site.  Early develop 
proposals called for building some units on top of these dunes.  These units would be 
visible from nearby Route 1. 
 
No. 23:  The old Phillips Petroleum road to the tank farm, as the road tops the dunes on 
the eastern border of the site.  Looking north from the site, Route 1 and Del Monte Blvd. 
can be seen in the background.   
 
No. 24:  View of the State parkland to the north of the site.   
 
No. 25:  View of the 100-year coastal erosion area, marked roughly by the fence line. 



No. 26:  Looking south from the center of the development site, toward the apartment 
complex on Tide Avenue.  The “gap” in the buildings shows where the emergency access 
route was proposed to link the development to Tide Avenue.  Note how close to the water 
the apartment complex was built in 1967. 
 
No. 27:  Another view of the three-story apartment complex, from the site looking south. 
 
No. 28:  View of the apartment complex built on pylons anchored to bedrock 50 feet 
below the sand. 
 
No. 29:  This shot was taken from the northern side of the apartment complex, looking 
south across a City park on the beach that was dedicated when the apartment complex 
was approved in 1967.  The proposed Del Monte Dunes development site is on the other 
side of the apartment complex. 
  


